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REF: A) ASMARA 0338 (NOTAL); B) ASMARA 0344 (NOTAL) 

1. IN 18 MARCH CONVERSATION, WITH FAIRLY RELIABLE SOURCE, BELIEVED 
TO HAVE DIRECT LINKS WITH ELF/PLF, CONS OFF DISCUSSED USG 
RESPONSE TO EPMG REQUEST FOR AMMO. SOURCE RAISED SUBJECT EVEN 
THOUGH HE HAD NOT HEARD VOA BROADCAST WHICH SOME ERITREANS HAD 
BEEN DISCUSSING ON 18 MARCH IN ASMARA. SOURCE ASSERTED THAT USG 
EMPLOYEES IN ASMARA WILL BE TARGETS FOR ELF/PLF REPRISALS, BUT 
ADMITTED THAT MILITARY SECURITY IN ASMARA NOW HEAVY ENOUGH TO PRO- 
BABLY ELIMINATE ANY SERIOUS THREAT FOR THE PRESENT. HE FEELS THAT 

IF ASMARA BEGINS TO RETURN TO NORMAL AND IF SECURITY IS RELAXED, 
ELF/PLF WILL AGAIN STRIKE SELECTED TARGETS IN ASMARA, INCLUDING 
USG PERSONNEL AND INSTALLATIONS. DUE TO LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED IN KIDNAPPING, HE THINKS ATTEMPT WILL BE TO ASSASSINATE 
RATHER THAN KIDNAP USG PERSONNEL. HE SAID FIGHTING WILL BE WORSE 
NEXT TIME BECAUSE ELF/PLF CONFIDENT OF ITS STRENGTH. 

2. CONS OFF QUERIED SOURCE ON LACK OF INSURGENT MILITARY ACT- 
IVITY IN ADDIS ABABA. SOURCE SAID ELF/PLF LEADERS, WHO MET NEAR 
ASMARA A FEW WEEKS AGO, DECIDED SUCH ACTIVITY WOULD BE BADLY RE- 
CEIVED IN THE PRESS, AND THUS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. HE SAID UP TO 

400 ELF MEMBERS HAD BEEN STATIONED IN ADDIS ABABA FOR POSSIBLE 
ATTACKS. 

3. SOURCE AGAIN PRESSED CONS OFF FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE MENTIONED 
IN REF B. CONS OFF REPLIED REQUEST RECEIVING CONSIDERATION. 

4. SOURCE IDENTIFIED FATHER AUGUSTINO, AND GRAZ. SEYOUM MASSHO 
AS TWO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 38, WHO HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED AS RESULT OF THEIR PREVIOUS FORTHRIGHT STATEMENTS AGAINST 
EPMG POLICY IN ERITREA. 
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